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National Zoological Gardens of South Africa, guidelines on the ownership of access and dissemination of biological samples or data

It is the policy of the National Zoological Gardens of South Africa (NZG) that the results of the research performed at the NZG and/or its Biodiversity Conservation Centres, using biological samples and/or data provided by the NZG, or conducted by the NZG staff, shall be widely disseminated in order to make the greatest contribution possible to the conservation and management of wildlife.

Data and/or biological samples collected or provided by the NZG shall be used only for the purposes as specified in the approved project proposal.  Data are defined as information gleaned from biological samples, observations, measurements, and animal records (including management, medical and nutritional records).

Access:

The NZG reserves the right to request the return of collected data and/or biological samples and/or results obtained by approved, independent researchers not funded by the NZG, if the project is not conducted according to the approved proposal or the project is not completed within the recommended period or no progress report is provided. The NZG reserves the right to access the collected data at any time and the right to use any findings (with appropriate acknowledgments) for scientific studies and for management decisions of the NZG. 

Ownership:

Biological samples and/or data will remain the property of the NZG and shall not be further transferred without written permission of the NZG Managing Director or the Director of Research and Scientific Services.  Biological samples, or products derived from them (such as extracted DNA, cultures, cell lines, etc.) should be returned at request if the NZG feels that the samples are not used in accordance with the guidelines or the approved research proposal or the policies of Research Ethics and Scientific Committee (RESC) of the NZG, or any specific requirements accompanying the provision of the samples. Data collected at the NZG by employees of the NZG or by researchers funded by the NZG are owned exclusively by the NZG. If the NZG-owned data are required to be used for purposes other than approved by the NZG RESC then the revised proposal must be re-reviewed and re-approved. 

Acknowledgment:

Dissemination of any information (written or otherwise) shall acknowledge the NZG as the source of the data.  Any publication should acknowledge the NZG staff member that was directly involved in the collection of the data and/or biological data and/or laboratory analyses where otherwise not included as a co-author. 

Reporting:

An electronic or hard copy of any manuscript where the NZG data were used or referred to should be forwarded to the NZG Research Project Coordinator prior to the time that the manuscript is submitted for publication to allow the NZG opportunity to review and comment on the NZG issues relating to the manuscript before going to press. When the article is published, an electronic or hard copy should be forwarded to the NZG Research Project Coordinator. 

I agree to the terms and conditions stated above.
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